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great quantity of snow falls; whereas here, as a rule,
the snow remains but a very short time. We have
hardly felt the cold during the whole of this month
of January. Vines climb all around the trees, up to
their tops; the grapes are wild, and are not nearly
as good as those of France. There are an infinite
number of nut- and plum-trees of various kinds; also
some small apples. We find here two other kinds
of fruit-trees that are not known in France; they are
Assimines and Piakimines.® Their fruit is good.
‘We in this country go without all our other delicious
fruits of France. Game is plentiful, such as ducks,
geese, bustards, swans, cranes, Turkeys. Ox,
bear, and deer furnish the substantial meats that
we eat in the game country. The ox of these regions
is of a blackish brown, and is the animal called
‘““buffalo’ in Europe; it has a large hump on the
nape of the neck, and very thick hair, like the wool
of our sheep in France; this makes good bed-cover-
ings. We also see other animals, such as wildcats,
lynxes, and tree-rats; the female of the latter car-
ries her young in a sort of pouch under her belly.?

The life led by our savages is as follows. They
start on their hunt about the end of september. All
walk, or proceed in pirogues, to the wintering-place.
From there the most active men, women, and girls
go into the interior, to seek the ox; this animal is
dangerous, and boldly rushes at him who attacks it,
especially when wounded; it snorts furiously, and
its glaring eyes are terrible. When the savages
have killed one, they remove the flesh, especially
that from the ribs, and divide it in halves. This
meat is afterward spread for some time on a wooden
grating, three or four feet high, under which a bright



